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WETLAND-RIPARIAN 
AREA PROTECTION AND 
MANAGEMENT 


Availability of Interim Guidelines 
To Implement E.O. 11990 


(i, 





PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS 


Listed below are other documents on implementation of Executive Orders 11988 
and 11990 previously published in the FEDERAL REGISTER: 


1978 Vol. 43 FR, 
Agency Date of Issue Page No. 

Interior Department, Bureau of Land Management... Sept. 28 44798 
Commerce Department, Office of the Secretary ......... Sept. 29 45284 
Transportation Department, Office of the Secretary... Sept. 29 45285 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 46499 
Interior Department, Heritage Conservation and Rec- 

reation Service t. 47449 
Small Business Administration ; 49237 
Interior Department, Reclamation Bureau ‘ 50391 


FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 43, NO. 217—WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1978 





[4310-84-M] 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Bureau of Land Management 


WETLAND-RIPARIAN AREA PROTECTION AND 
MANAGEMENT 


Policy and Protection Procedures—Iinterim 
Guidelines 


AGENCY: Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment, Department of the Interior. 


ACTION: Notice of Availability of In- 
terim Guidelines. 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) has developed in- 
terim policy and interim internal pro- 
cedures to implement Executive Order 
11990, Protection of Wetlands. The 
purpose of this notice is to inform the 
public that these guidelines are availa- 
ble for review. The final policy and 
procedures will be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and made part of 
the Bureau Manual after the guide- 
lines are reviewed and revised. 


DATE: Comment by: January 8, 1978. 


ADDRESS: Copies of the interim 
guidelines are available from the Di- 
rector (360), Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment, 18th and C Streets, NW., Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20240. Comment should 
be sent to the preceding address and 
all comments will be available for 


NOTICES 


public inspection in room 2649 at the 
above address from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 


FOR FURTHER 
CONTACT: 


Dr. William B. Krohn, 202-343-6189 
or 6792. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
BLM anticipates publishing Manual 
Section 6740 (Wetland-Riparian Area 
Protection and Management) to pro- 
vide policy and internal procedures to 
implement Executive Order 11990. Ad- 
ditionally, Executive Order 11988 
(Floodplain Management) and Section 
102(a) (8) and (11) of the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976 
(43 USC 1701) mandate strong Bureau 
programs for the conservation of wet- 
land-riparian areas. 


The proposed Manual Section estab- 
lishes policy and procedures for the 
identification, enhancement, and pro- 
tection of fresh, brackish, and saline 
wetland areas. These guidelines have 
been reviewed internally by BLM and 
are applicable to all Bureau actions. In 
meeting BLM responsibilities for the 
acquisition, disposal, and management 
of public lands it will be policy: 


1. To avoid long- and short-term ad- 
verse impacts associated with the de- 
struction, loss, or degradation of wet- 
land-riparian areas. 


INFORMATION 


52179 


2. To avoid the direct or indirect sup- 
port of new construction in wetland-ri- 
parian areas whenever there is a prac- 
tical alternative. 

3. To preserve and enhance the nat- 
ural and beneficial values of wetland- 
riparian areas which may include con- 
straining or excluding those uses caus- 
ing irreparable damage. 

4. To include practical measures to 
minimize harm in all actions causing 
definable adverse impacts to wetland- 
riparian areas. 

The Bureau’s planning process will 
be the mechanism for implementing 
BLM Manual Section 6740. An outline 
of this process, specifically as related 
to floodplain management, was pub- 
lished on September 28, 1978, in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 44798). The 
major steps of BLM’s planning system 
described in this publication apply to 
the protection and ‘Ganeee of 
wetland-riparian areas. 

The Department of the sect s in- 
terim guidelines on floodplain man- 
agement and wetland protection, pub- 
lished on June 9, 1978, in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER (43 FR 25319-25321), were 
used in developing the proposed BLM 
Manual Section 6740. 


ARNOLD E. PETTY, 
Director, 
Bureau of Land Management. 


OcTOBER 31, 1978. 
{FR Doc. 78-31601 Filed 7-8-78; 8:45 am] 
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